g@&j ,///x O/= Mrs. . B, Brook,
E:jjiﬂ* / ' Adlria Downs,

Qe ‘// Bipdswilie,
I Via Marres,

dwywp My De;r Janie,
Well here I om and [ will now tell you sll avout my Srip
from the time I left the Flat.

_ it was a wost comfortable carriage from the Flat to Terowie -
snd as you might imagine George had a pille of eats from sandwiches
# snd cake to apples chocolates and-stherwsseetsand other sweets.

- {forgive the mistakes but no rubver here and Derothy’s little
Australian terrier is scratching at my lep. wanting me to come and
play with her).

At Terowie things were not so good - feur a while wy fneart
failed me as the carriage's only claim to being a "first class”
wag the announcement scrawied on the side in chalk, but which made
no difference to the world in general as to my horrow a whole lot
of wrhat at first leoked like regudar cut-throats took possession -
and I silently offered a prayer of thankfulness for the presence
\gﬁ of George - however on bebter acqualntunce they proved ‘to be
- Ttalian en —o+ internees on thelr way to Allce Springs in charge
of the Allied Works Council - Really jou might have been travellidyg
in the very heart of Italy as they just jabbzmed Jabbered all at once
in Italian and resd lItalisn anewspapers -~ that George and I felt
we were the foreigners. Two of them camand setbled in oL
particular compartment and I was not a bit pleased as on Lie surfac-
they didn't look too clean and thelr luggage was Just luggage -
bran bags and battersed sultesses tied up with bindertwine.
After a bilt however our Twe provec themselves to be gquite decent -
one of them asking my permission firs®d before ne lit a-cigsrette U
— wi.ich came as rather a suprise from what looked such a ruffiazn.
On better acguaintanhce they proved quite decent chaps and we soon
declared a orivate peace treaty between Italy amd Austrslia and
shared our foed with them as they were pretty hungry having been
expecting to get food at Terowie and not getving it. They were
terribly gratetful for the food and most diffident about taking it
from us — Trey kept us well amused ~ especially when ons of them
confided to me on coming back from a chatter with his mates that
they 'put up the wind" - meaning of course that they put the wind
up - they had heard that there were mosquitoes and all sorts of
otkher horrible things at the aAlice and were not looking forward so 1t
lie tried to reasure hing yithout being too sure ourselves, that
Alice Springs was & lovely place - however he didn't look top
impressed at its prospects -~ bul on the whole thgy were a most
_ cheerful crowd and accepted thelr lot most phllasopblcdlly_u “there
was & war on and they had to put up with it for thy time beimg.
This:. particular chappie was also telling me a tale about the
#rush goid"™ st Tennant's Creek k&ebtlmg himself mixed up I suppose
for the gold rush). He has s wife and two children in the West

and proudly produced their pbotegfdph for us to see and really he
“is guite ehtitled to be proud of them - hLS wife Ls en australian
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I should think by the look of ber  « and g Very nice refined type of
girl she looked and two of the dearest iittle chilaren, beautifully
dressed 431 three - little boy and little girl - and it Seemed hard to
believe that they belonged to hinm but perhaps he gaw the ladk of wonder
on my face and apologised for his clothes but said that he had sent all
his goog things home to the West as the internment CAMp was nob the cegt
place for looking after them anc that they were subject to inspection
eVery so often snd were tossed abput Just here aneé there so he decided
that it was best to have nothing Worth‘worrying about, '

Another of his Colipanions wag g Jeweller and watcimaker from Ingham
in Queensiang and quite a vefined chap - gould Speak very little Engligh
but could play the Plansweeordian and when we asked for music he was
Very pleased to produce voand sat down and Bave fls music for miles,

It was g most.entertaining trip to Quorn - anpa Ly man of the nice
family in the West Presented me With an internment Calp penny as g
souvenir - they came ﬁmmtkeLM@&wcmmy

- At Quorn where we arrived at &, 5 we shook hands 511 round and
parted good friends witk Ttaly - and then had +o C00l our heels on the
Station until quarter to nine beforpe vhe train consented to get going
again - what they. do is beyond me but a s1lly little engine ran up and
dovn a line puffing ang snorting and fussing about doing nothing asg
far as I coulg see all thig time, The locaj bPoliceman chieerfully amaid
they always behaved like this ip Huorn and JOU might get away that night
Or the next night in PClekalatey nobody ever knew WhHat to expect,

hell we dig get going at 8.1t g5 T 8ald befors and from then on it was

not 80 good - awful carriages - Iy Italian of the piano accordlian and
another one I dic not know were travelling CClipanions amongst a lot of
oOther people - fairly well filled carriage - thoge face opposite things -
the-train rattied and banged along at about 5 miles p.h. ané if it gathered
any speed at all i+ ort of gtepped on its own heelg and the carriapge
shuddered ang rockedand jarred - when i1t stopped it always took about
a half an hour o get going again — ana twice we Just sat dpwa for fully
three quarters of an hour and waited for ancther train - Sleep was '
impossible - DOT much room for one thing - and when my necl and shoulders
Were not aching Iy hip was and most of the time they all ached at once -
Sometimes from steer exhaustion T was on the border of sleep when someone
would open thre doors and walk through thre carrisge —~ tie doops make the
most awful noisge €very time they arpe opened and peopie seemed Yo roam the
train all night - Everyone had settled in st last and put out the light
'and.thought at last it would peaceful when the ne.t thing the door is
thrown back and. a voice comeg striding in rearng  Mihere'ls the bloody guapd?
. Next thing when atl vias quiet again the b,,,.. guard himself tyurns up -~
and s0 on - gg reazlly the mOrning was quite welcome - and I was glad to
Lave sometting to look at even though tre counitry wuss not terribly
lnspiring at this 58P0t - miles and miles andg miles of gibber rlaing
changing S0Retimes to sand plains, no vegetation or snv zind -
Eventually Lowever at about ©,20 ar 10 a.m. Marree looned in thie distance
and L very wearlily collected Wy thing s and clambered out, On the statign
;ngﬁft gfiy?styf,nggpnohue_anq then later caihe along Frs, O'D. they live

) PPOSite the station - Mf"”"'o'l}s Cock me home, 1it o Tire to warm nme
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got me a cup of tea msnd-toast, then led me to the bathroom - then made
up a lovely clean bed for me and made me turn in - 1t was like a spot of

heaven and I had about an nour s sleep thkere -~ then hot lunch and ready
for The road. R - ‘ SR

George was Waltin to see me off on the mail - The mail is a Diesel truck
Leyland truck ~ about 5 ton - bubt wss carrying about 05 ton load and then
- gome -~ A Mrs.Stapes and her daughbter were passengers with me for about
100-miles and we all piled into the cabin of the truck, me clinging

to. my basket and bag but had te part up with my small 5u1tcase and

a buge box of flowers which George hod brought along in an attempt o
deliver them to Blrds%llle - and by the way they made the trip and hisbory
too as its the Ffirat lee in higtory that fresh flowers ever arrived

in Birdesville from Adelpide. They were daffodils, hyancinths ~ lavender
and stocks. ' PR

To cont¢nue - Tbe mailmen himgelf is a huge fellow and I wizh you
could see kis hat - your'hat Frank is a Bond Street model compared with
it, covered in-di¥st-sad-z= divegt and grease and with a huge bite apt
of one side - he says he had 1t earmarked so that he would not lose itll
He just wears a khaki shirt and no. coat -, and the hupgest pawi palr of
greenhide boots I've ever seen, Well uhat's the mail man and I would
give him a reference any day for pathnue perserverance good humour and .
ability to drive - As a matier of fact you probably know him Frank -
he knows you anc Walbter Just by sighx -~ ngme of Tom Crewes and hailsg
from Watervale I think, says be thinks hls father has shod your horses |
sometime, but later he was employed by H.HE.Ding at Manoora and he used
to play tennis at the Flat a lot and knows all {the local people.

i

Well we set off. from Marree at sbout 1.30, convoying the Mungarranie
Station truck on bocard of which was NMr. and Mrs Jim Oldfield, owners of
Mungarranle - all thelr purchases at Marree — plus their two children
and the dog - all piled up at thke back, We hadn't been on the way long
when we came across the Mungsrranie horses in charge of a black stockman
and another korseman couldn't see whether he was black or white' - but
there was a number-of horses and guite a lot of them pack horses, poor
0ld things laden to the ground nearly with all sorts of things.

‘There ig no road between Marree and Birdsvilie ~ just a track
here add there, sometimes only fTaint wheelmarxs and,sometimes not even
thati — Our first homestead on the way was a date palm plantation -
and really you might have besen in the Fast anywkere — mlles and miles of
sand and just a little iron blockiof buildings and many date palms - .
and ‘what I thought was hundreds of bits of white paper tied on the trees
proved to'be wkite-cockatoes - however nobody home there so we were 0n
our- way. Next $lace we came .bo.lwas bLake Hdrry jtation but nobody home
there eithéer - they had all been in to a dance and turnout in Marree
- the rnght before and had mot yet arrived lLome -~ the Oldfields were
“ rétuepning from that too -~ 120 miles is Jjust nothing to go Lo a dance
"and do a bit of shopping!!

Towards evening we stopped at Z}““t“u“““*m Station - the Bells,
handed over their mail, had a yarn -~ were ilnvited in as i1s the custom -
veoplie are wonderful out here - everyone on the mall is invited in for
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5 meal - bubt we couldn't stop and were on Cur way -

The Mungarrannie Truck had been disgorging its load from time to time
snd we had to stop and pick things up for them - this was the. first of its
troubles — By about §.30 the N.M.{(mellman) declded we would pull up armd
boil the billy so bhis we did in the bed of the Cooper River - dry as a
bone - hasn't been down for 2% years they were saying - whea last it came
down it washed Mungarrannie Station away - when in Tl od its 4C miles wide.
At present it is just miles of trees most of them dead - I couldn't help .
thinking of the firewosod shortage in town with these thousands of dead trees
standing thers in the moonlight -~ Well the MM. just chopped down a tree
and 1it a fire and got the billy boiling - and as. the Mungarrannie truck
had not yet turned up he was a bit disguleted s0 we all piled back again
and’ back on our tracks we had to go to meet Wr.O0ldfield coming towards
us with a torch - they had broken the front axlé!: This meant bowing tThem -
they fixed up a tow vope and we arrived and had a pretty good tea around
the camp fire. -—fe frsca & et Jo paidsy o wtt o oMLy Fort o M(.-M.ﬁ- azs ‘I\}n}

All piled back again and off again with Mulke the next-port of call -
100' miles from Marree, where Mrs., 3faples and ber daughter were getting of .
We arrived at Mulks about 11 p.m.  and all went in for a cup of Tes -~
A Mr. snd Mrs., Aliston - a Tormer policeman and anthropolopglst — and the
most interesting little spot you could imagine -~ a huge fire golng in
what might bé called his den - the fire was not bullt in-a sbove or anything
like that but in a huge hanging basket. This den is Just chock a block
full of guns and weapong of every descripbion - the walls Just lined with
them! He has a complete set of all the weapons of the Arunta tribe and
T believe it is the oniy complete set known ~ and he has been offered £400
for it - it was just too muck to take in all at once around midnight
when you were very tired - but most interesting for all that. Handeuffs -~
spears, bullets of every kind and description and sults of malil armour
that dated way back sometime or other. 1 was sorry not to have the time or
opportunity to learm more about them but Mr.Aiston is pretty old andnot
in very good health and anyway he was entertaining Tthe men in what they
call ‘the store and we women Jjust sat round the fire and talked. About
midnight we set sail again ~ this time for Mungerannie and minus the
Staples. :

I forgot te mention all the troudble we had encountered in the stretch
from the Cooper to Mulka - the tow rope broke and broke agaln until it had
211 beern used up - sometimes we only went a few hundred yards and bang
ane went - and ag the trTucks up here do not boast horns oOr any unnecessary
stceteras ‘like that the driverts only signal when the rope.broke was that
the Mungerrannie truck switched on its lights - this meant considerable
watching for the extrs light and it came on ali oo often belleve me,.
Fortunately Tom Crewes takes life very calmgly and just got up and fixed
it up again and again - and veally there was nothing else to do anyway -
He intended to leave the Mungerannie truck at Mulka, about 28 miles from
Mungerannie, but on arrival decided to fix & nsw-tow rope of a bar of steel
and some chains and they worked on this and securely fized it this time s0
they thought.
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But as you might imagine 1%s 1o bitumen road on the Bridawilie-
Birdsville trmack and gome of the. bumps znd sandhills and creeks you go
A up‘and*over_Wouldlsurprise vou and they were not so good when you were

“towing a truck behind and .invariablyl broke the tow. The tow rope broke
more than twenty times on the fbrip so you can imagine the goling was pretty
clow - and we had the worst before us % the Oorrawillannie Sandhill - |
which is always a nightmare o every traveller — you have to get acrcss
it if you want to get to Birdsville and Tor an overladen truck plus a
tow of another laden truck to get up and over it seemed almost impossible.
However nothing is impossible to the MM. and he just tacked the sandhill
in his usual style - they have iron plates thrown here and thiere on the
hill (plates about 6 ft. long and wide enough to take the tyre) to enable
the tyres to get a grip - well we just laboured and puffed and struggled
on this sandhill for an hour before we gob more ~vhan about 3 yds. =
Just a case -of arranging the plates and then getting in and driving tThe
truck just the length of the plate, gatting out again and dragging the
plates up another few feet - not to mention digeging her out from time tTo
time when she % just that much too far over the plate - Really
Tom Crewes, (otherwise the MM.) deserved a medal for patience and
grit - he Jjust fought and strugeled with the sand and the plates and
the truck and only occasionally called it a blasted cow, but daidg it in-
such a kindly fashion that I am sure the truck didn’t mind and we didn't-
either and snyway we weren't supposed to be ligening. At aboutx8xzix

1.20 a.m. we crawled inch by inch off the sandhill holding our breaths,
and set off for Mungarrannle - in between the various breaks of the

tow rope ou# truck broke a front spring about 6 miles from Mungarrannie
which meant abgolutély limping along now and we -had yet another -bad
streat stretch of sand to go through plus a hore swamp and we crawled
through that sbtreteh of sand half inch p¢ half inch all holding our
breaths but we got out of it by sheer will power and we arrived ab
Mungsrrannie at &4 a.m. a vexry tived crowd. 'The Mil. was almost exhausted
struggling with tow ropes and other digabilities and’almost 1ifting the
truck over the sand and adso the fact that he had been at the dance i1l
about-2 or % p.m: the morning before didn't help him any. However :
Mrs,CLldfield insisted on our staying the rest of the night there and she
made me up & bed and I tumbled inmto 1t gt 4,30 @.m. cross eyed.and dizzy
With wedriness. Didn't know a thing until 8.15 next moralng when
lips.0Lldfield woke me with a plate of toast and a cup of tea.

Mungarrannie Station ig an interesting spot - When the original
station building was washed away this wed rebuilt on higher ground - ;
George Crombie, you have heard me speak of him, used to live here and -
he was living here with Lis people when they were washed away § the xmiver
came down in the night unknown to them and 1t was not until tie children
cried out in the night that they were getting wet that their mother Xnew
anything of it - she put her hend out to get the matches and put her
nand ipto water'!. They Jusgt had time to goramble out of the house to
safety but their fumniture ‘a1 be-longings. plus the house were all waghed.
down the river and some of the furniturs wes recovered not much use
%0 mileg down river.

George”? s Mother and father snd brother areé now buried on WMungarrannie
and you can see théir graveés .from the homestead. :
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The nouse at it now atands ig an attractive station home — very solid

stone walls - sguare bullt and whitewsshed - with closed in verandsh

a&ll rouné the house - and every roomw has a door opening om to the verandah .
80 that in the hot weather a wonderful crafight can g0 bight through the
house ~ the verandshs avre Yery wide and cool anc have colored blinds ~

Bome of it 1g dyet to be fly-wired 4n when it CEL De obtained - and -

the Flooring is of bupnt lime slabs - :

) There are a numbed of other bulldings &ttocking to the homestead -
one an old stone and well built building which ugsed to be a hall of some
s0rt and which is now their store - these people are all more or legs D@

own supplies on hand and %o go info the store you would think you were
in Dehtong - Sverything dvranged on shelves like ghop.aﬁdikept in their
CWn compartments - huge rollg of feather fob repairing shoes and stores

Then there ig another bullding of two well built stone rooms and
this is being ¥reshly lime waghed and done out for Mr.0ldfieldrs mothep
 who is coming to live there in a sort or Little self contained flat -~ -

" with her companion. She is a dear. old lady and at present is living -
at Mira Mitts which we will come to later with Just her companion and itg

too far away and too lonely_and she skould be very independent and very
cosy in- her Llittle abode on Mungarrannis, o L

Then some digtance furtier away are the blacks quarters plus their
aogs - g couple of gins do the housework and one of them hag the dearest
ittle baby 44 monthsg &¢ 0ld. He wWags 80 black and skiny that he wags. like .
2n advertiseme + for somebody's boot polieh and the ferriest little fellow
you ever gaw % as big as & whiteibaby of about ¢ months and laughed

very heartily if Jou spoke to him, He also had a dear little sister 4

- Well after breakfaat here the MM. mended the spring - he seems to
mend everything that breaks - and we then had mworning besa atter I had
had a tour around with Mrs.0ldfield — They have a lovely vegetable garden
herevall krown by artesian bore water - they do what they call "agipw the
water. If would not grow anything if used straight from the bore but they
put it out in Iuge containers for a few days and then it will BTOW anything,

ALY around the country you will see this bore water being amkedt..
aired - they have what they call "bore SWALDS" ~ the water ig Just pumped
Or got to the surface Dy some means of which T am not sure and allowed to
Tun 2long in & stream - and really you would they were natural creeks to
look at them, '

The weather when I arrived a1 larree was cloudy ang grey to my
disappointment but although everyone was compdaining of Fhe cold I didn's
feel it 88 it_was_warm comparec with P,T,

The weather at Mungarrannee was bright sunshine and guite hot and it
was lovely indeed +o wander around in it % and here I gheq my coat and
packed it and my warm scarfe - and we set sgil 8t about 12 noon with me
Just in my brown sult, :
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“Mira Witta was Tthe neXg plece on the road - about 28 miies from

Mungarramie - and in between was all sorts of country -~ miles and

miles of ironstore pebbles or gibbers as they call them 4 sandhills -
etc.” but the thle 320 miles from Marree to Birdgville is very bare

on the whole ~ ¥ery very few trees on the whole streteh - and very livile
rise in the country - occasional ranges of sandhille being the only
chanpge from dead level ground - and you go for miles and miles and as
gar as you can see alil around,you to the horlaon there is hot a rise

r a hill - just f£iat country and in most cases gibbers covering it

in millions.

e arrived at Mire Mitta at about 12.3%0 or s little later and went
in to have a cup of tea with Mrs.Dunn (Mr.0lafield s mother). BShe was
there with her companion and br.Dunn a man of about 50, her sep~ husband.
They Lave a very emall galvanized iron house, inside very comfortable
and a¢ neat as a pin, and attached to it a lovely vegetable garden,
with the loveliest cabbages and all other veges you can think of grown
from the hot bore — This is where I first mpt up with the hot bores -
Thegse bores are most intriguing - the water gushes up out of the earth
just about 2 points below boiling ~ snd it comes in a huge stream about
a foot in-dismeter circumferente. They are fortunale because they have
fre. and for nothing a perfect hot walter system on the premises that
NEVEr goes wWrong and never goes cool - tLeg make tea from 1t use 17
for vasklng and bathing etc. Just imagine the convenience! For the
garden of course they cool 1it.

At about 1.15 we set off on our long trek o Birdgville with
Mira fiitta our last port of call and indeed the last sign ofhabitation
for 200 miles.,

From there to Birdsville the MM. and I were the only humans on the
face of the earth it seemed %— we saw nelther man’ beast nor bird nor
bull ant on thig stretch for the rest of the trip until about 18 niles
from here when we saw about 6 head of cattlel!

T The country wa.s most interesting as 1t changed from time to time
g0 completely — Mmile upon mile the track stretched as far as you could
see ahead through absoiutely flat country as far as you could see
arcuhd and apgarently waste land just covered in gibbers - with never
even & blade of grass to be seen - and of course no bird life ehre at
?il as not a tree do you see for mile upon mile. :

Later we came Quddenﬁg upon a lovely stretch of country which is
called Kidman's Swamp — like a little oasis in the desert - green grass
trees” bushes and wkld flowers Just coming - it was lovely getting along
through here in the sunset with the perfume of the flowers coming up te
‘méet us. Here the MM. eipected To mect up with a mob” of cattle going"
“to ¢lifton Downs and we intended to have bea with them at sunset - but
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didn't see a sigrn of them so went on - He kept going until about 8 p.m,
when the MM. decided we would eat — &o out we piled and he grabbed hisg
axe and went off and chopped down a dead tree — came back and made a fire -
and boiled the Yilly - and turned on the wireless, Really this little
spot is hard to describe - it was & lovely spot -~ almost dn the wmiddle
of Australia I suppose one might say - out on this vast plane with no
slgn of human life since midday when we Tett Mirva Nitba - the camp fire
burning brightly and the billy boiling -~ the wireless singing Holy Night -
the loveliest of songs - and the loveliest warm and starry night you coula
irzgine — the MM. and I sat arvound the fire on the rug and shared our
tucker boxes together and yarned for an hour or so about P, and the
people there and sc on - after whick we climbed aboard once again to do
a few more mileg but he said he would not go on more than for about an
hour as it had come over the meddls pedal wireless that morning that
they had had rain north and he didn't know what to eXpect as we esn had
tane grass swamps To negotliate and as he saild they would "bog a duck"
é&ﬁwasn’t wise to backle them in the dark - he was also pretty done out

- this time after his all night drive the night before and I wasn't
keen on him going to sleep over the wheel and zs I was golng to sleep
sltting beside kim I couldn't blanme him if he did 2 so I endorsed his
idea that we should strike camp at about 9.30, turn in and have a. good

night's rest and set-dEf< once sgain at daybreak.

Wnich we did -~ the old truck rattled and bumped. over a few more miles,
and believe me’ there are plenty of bumps on the, 320 miles - you develop
some sort of technique after o While and inettesd of coming down good and
hard on the end of your spine as gou do at first you kingd of anticipate
the bump and develop a shock absorber of some sort. o

At avbout 9.20 we pulled up and he aragged out our respective swags -
rade mine up for me in the road in front of the gruck and told me I could
have the headlight on all night if I wished - and his own at the back of
the bruck = However I didn't want the headlight on all night ~ It was a
perfect night as I said before - we stopped in a belt of frees - the very
very few trees on the road - and we crawled into our swags and the MM,
soon to sleep by the sounds that came from the other end of the truck - but
alas for me tired and all as I was still couldn't sleep ¢ I always wanted
to sleep under the stars ané really a better night couldni{t have been
arranged -~ but you just don't know hew hard that road was, and glso. I
began to wonder what would happen if a dingo came along and bit me and then
gave a few moments gulet thought to lizards and other insects - then getting
proprly into my stride began to wonder wrat I would do if the MM. suddenly
died in the night and I was left out there all alonme ~ You can't imagine
the stillness of the bush - not a stir of a leal - just an occasional .
sleepy twitter of a bird - but_not a sound of any kind until the silence
nearly overwhelmed me ~ and although ths night was really warm I began to
feel horribly cold - no hot water bag - and my feet grew colder and coider-
and I tossed znd turned and then the dew began to fall and then things got
propérly cold and my cough tuned up and altogether I began to revise my
ldeas about sleeping under the stars - it would have been all right it -

I could sleep - about 5.3%0 in the morning couldn't stand it any longer so
got up and rearranged my bed arnd rolled myself up beautifully in my rug
and snuggled in and bthought now I will get to sleep and have a regt until
about 8 a.m. - when blow me down but Jjust before 6 a.m. = huge voice
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roard out "Miss Wade" and I wearily replied "pPresent’ -~ Lo be informed
that we would get golng - so get golng we did - The M. produced a bottle
of wine that our host Kr.0ldfield had piven bim and invited me to have =
little To keep ovody and soul togetheruntil breakfast time so I had it

and off we set. It was - underful going thzeuwplbe- through the busk in

the early morning before the sun was up -~ heavy nists everywhere - and
gradually as we went on the sun began to come up and the mists lifted -

We were now into sandhill country and milzs and miles of sandhill ranges
were on either side of us - in one place we had to go along 1% miles .
one side of the range to them cut up and go right up and over one of them A%
getting almost on to the top but the bus couldn't gquite make 1t so had to '
gently and slowly go all the way down again and meke another run for it I
end then up and over and down the other side to go along 14 miles the

cther side of the range. - ‘

%é camped for breakfast - Sunday morning this was - about © a.m.
in the midst of the sandhills - at Cartwheel gap or some suck place -
and Itam enclosing you a Little wi-n wildflowerithat I picked from the
gandhilts at this spot - they were growing all-over the hills shere -
The mm: sallied forth once apain with his axe and cut himself another
trea ¢ 1lit the'fire and boiled the billy <= then (the bush is 2 wonderful
place) dug a hole in the sand ~ threw a camp sheet across it and poured
water -into 1t and Imwxa low and behold there you have the bathroom with
all modern conveniences -~ so down on our Xnees we went and had our mnorning
wash, did our halr and generally tidied up then sat down and had breakfast
tn thelmost gorgeous and hot stnshine.

Up and on agaln to face the rosd agsin still on the South Australian
si%e of the border -

Finally around midday we approached the border - having just about
here met up with the first cattle and indeed Living thing of any kind at
all since leaving Mira Mitts the previous midday - These cattle-% only
a few of them were on Pandd Pandl ~ you will remember Janle that this
uged to be where Mrs.Orabb, Ves.Marchant's sister - usged to live.-

Just 'previous to that some distance b-mck we came to the Clifton DSREES
Hills Station mail box - out in bthe desert you find & coupke of boX8s and
a post and into these the MM. puts the vsrious goods and chattels for
the Station - bag of veges and cases of this and that and in due case
the black station hand will ride over and pick them up. Clifton Hills
belengs to G. % E. A. Brooks - and they Lold the hugest tract of country
you can imagine - we még up with it about midday on SBaturday and were still
on it at midday the nesxt day -

I forgot to mention that between Mira Mitta anc Kidmsn's Swamp we came
to the Mount Gason Hot Bore - gushing forth there in the wilderness with
never a soul to use 1t - the old Mount Gason homestead standing across
. the road deserted - this belongs to G. & H.4.Brooks but as it was not
©in she right spot they abandoned it and transferred to Clifton Hills - but
here the Manager and d his wife live in a tin shanty, nothing more so I'm tol
and the poor men whe work on the stabtioh are not even given that convenience
but thelr diggings are under a coblibab treel!! 4And the Brooks are worth
consldersble money - DOfOtﬂy was sying Tthat 1L the Sipation was on the
queensland side of the borcér e
ey woud
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&be compelled to give thelr men decent habitation.

About 8 p.m. on Saturday night we passed Goyder's Lagoon Hot Bors -
The hottest snd deepest bore in Australia -~ this is owned by Clifton “Hills
gnd in the dark we could ses gteam gushing up fully 20 feet in the air from
the bore stream. _

Well to get back to the trip - about midday we came zupon the
Border and I was all sitting up and interestsd to see that this “order
loocked like off paper ~ on the map its just a black line as you know and
in reality its not more much -~ Jjust a broken down wire netting fence thatb
you just don't botlkSabout but just run straight over in the truck -

Y%ell in Queenslsnd at last - and with seven miles to go - and here
we began ©o0 sbtrike the boggy counbry ¢ gsin ~ they had had about 50 points
~f rain within a dey or two before and 1t meant we had to go very slowlk

and many times go back along our track and start again to get out of the
bog - however slowly and surely we got along the track and saw Birdsvilie
in the distance - what a thrill to see the end of the road and the place
1've been looking to for so many years'i!. We rolled in about 1 p.m. with
everyene bobbing out to see the mail truck which was due the night before,

Dorothky was there of course walting for me in. front;of her littlé home
and 1% was good to arrive. : 0

]
ke

The people up here Just live by the mail - drovers don't set éff
until the mail arrives - and if its days late they g%ill don't go until
the mall srrives — everytilng revolves around itb.

What I forgol to mention was the pedal wireless - the most wonderful
institution in the whole bush and makes life possible for these peo.le who
ive hundreds of mileafrom anybody.

About 9 a.m. on Mungarannie I made its first acguaintance and it was
thrilling to hear it - you_hear a terrific whirring and then the various
call signs coming over and hear the various e ople calling each other - and
elling-aXl the news - You can imagine how surprised I was as I went along
he track from place to place to find that everybody knew that I was on the
&1l as everyone reports all the news from station to stafion - imagine

how funny it was to arrive &t a station where you have never met people
before. and have them say to you - they are enqguiring for you from. P
Birdsville and want to know how you are getting along ~ then a little later
the news 1s passed on to Bipdsdille that they have segn me and that I am

all right ete. - :

At Mungarannie I heard Mr. Alston telling the world that I had left
Mulks at midnight tie night before loocking very tired and Mrs Oldfield
replying that | had bag s good night's slesp there and was then guite Tit
etc. ete.  ite a resl thrill and evexrybody knows wbet 1s ssssiag happening
all along the track and a check is kept on the mail as it passes the various
stations.
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This lg @ wonderiul country all right - where ¢lse would the postman
arrive at 1,45 a.m. snd e gladly hailed - as happened on our trip -
after coming off Qorawlilannie sandhill we arrived at OOrawilannie Station
at 1.45 with the mail and Mr.Scobie was wditing for ug ~ they always walt
up Tor it if it mesns all night. ' -

I was thankful indeed to come”ﬁo rest at Dorbthy’s -
"~ 7 Birdeville is quite a nice little spot - first of all you come
upon the police man's house, then the Hotel, then the sStore and P.O.
Bob Gaffrniey's and the Hospital with Dorothy's house right opposite the
Hospital - Will draw you a plan of it : _ )

: . A LRI . Ll i

- L’ The Hospital ig & nice bullding of iron with red roof - haven't
called thers yet - in fact have done no calling as yet - khaven't even
been up to see Mrs.Gaffney-at the Hotel because Sunday after having my
lunch I slept until late in the afternoon, then had tea and went to bed
Talrly sarly - Monday Mrs.Gaffney sent up & message to me and Dorothy
alse insisted that I must stay in bed all day and really it was not hard
o de - and I theroughly enjoyed the rest - Had a hot bath just vefore
tea and got back into bed amd today didn't get up until sbout 11 a.m.

Mys.Gaffney came up to see me late yesterday afternoon - ghe is
always-very busy until the wall gets off again - :

- Believe it or not - the day I arrived was beautiful hot sunshine -
yesterday cloudy all day, not a speck of zunshine and rairing on and off
all day - and last night%t § and today one out of the box -~ sinee very early
this morning right up till now which is after € p.m. it has rot stopped
raining steadily and hard all day ~ the first set in rain bthey bhave had
since #8- 19261! Badly neceded indeed snd it hasnow given them another
few months' water supply - they get the town water supply from the river
it runs 1nto & sort of crsek and then supplied to the town from there -
well the creek had only about another month's supply until this rain L
which is now about 120 points and it wiil now probably give them & supply
until December -~ and our bzckyara - you should sse it ~ t0 quote the
MM. it would "bog a duck". Dorvothy's elastic sided riding boots are the
only things it is safe to venture beyond the back door in and thely have
been charnging feet zll day. ' -

Dorcthy at this moment is baking bread.
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She hazs a dear 1little home — very comfortable and atbractive - and I am how
‘vpinb thiz by the Light of a hurricane lamp in the living room - the living
room 1§ a large room with huge glass windows sll down ohe "side — wirsd on
the outside for fliss the glass is long panes set in slots like venetian
bYinds and can be turned to cloge 1t or Turned sgain and opesn To the Presh
alr. 4 grand ides - this is & wmost attractive room with bright cushions
writing desk and ple nty of book about.

A1} the rooms open 2ut on to a Veranddh wide and all fly-wired in -
my room ig & desr -~ small with one door on to the versndah and then on to
the bathroom ~ a window on to tke fly wired back verandah and another door
on to the kitehen - lovely to lie in beo yeste rday and carry on a conversatic
with Dorothy WOfklné in the kitchean.

The outside is all belng limewashed at pr%“ﬁnt in a pale grey ant
100ks verv atbractive -

Blll is away abt present out on the cattle run mustering - he will be
back just before the praces -~ he goes away for about © weeks at a time and
doesn’t hear or see a sign of s living soul but his black stockman until
he gets back - ne nsws ~ and Dorothy has no news of him for all those weeks

L]

Dorothy's sister in law Mrs.Bob Gaffney has just come in to tell us
that ity just come over the wireless that there is no news of the mail -
it left .here yesterday convoying FWather Dunn the Catliolic Priest in his.
truck and no word has yet been heard of them asywaz- anywhere at all - they
think they wight be sgtuck in the lagoon as thers have bmen 2 inches of .
Tain auedtif~ Clifton Eills and-Munganareie Mungarannie - znd they are now
avout o . set off on rorses Yo look Tor them. They have provisions on beard
but will rot be kble to light a fire to make Ltes as everything l1s too web.
Strangely enough the MM. was telling me on thetrip up how when first he
started driving this mail they were marooned for sz whole week and couldn't
move for the.rain - couldn't light a fire because everything Wau'bcak@d and
ran cut of provisions and had to live a whoie week on raw potatoss —-
Anything can ha pen in this country and I am jJjust thinking how lucky I an
that I just got heme in time or 1 night have been spending a week out there
somewl #re not being able to pet thro ugh f@r the rain,

- Have jUat remembwr@d though that I LMV? left my tfermos on th@ truck
supposw thats the last I will ever see of 1t or &t any rate whole andiin orie

piec. = Suwe foousd oof - bt ek af Mfﬂmﬂ S e

Had = vigit from a real live drover this morning - he came up'tph_
look me over Dorothy says ~ Justpaia a sccial call % complete in leggmggs
and all the trappings of the road - not bad 1ltoaeter -

. . | P
.~ The whole place 18 just.buzzing with plans for the races and the dances
~and terrific work iz on foot - so many visitors arergua to arrive and have to
"be billetted here there and everywhere and have to be fed and provided for,

Dorothy and I were going up to spe nd Pre evening with MrsGaf¥ney tonigl
but have had to declare the trip off dltﬂOUOh its only about & stone's throw,
but its so wet and muddy underfoot we would surely get bogged en routbe.
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Dorothy's little Australian terrier is such a dear and could be my own
little Patsy over again - she gpent yesterday in bed with me snd is s great
pal of mine - loves her cup of tes with us and vobs up for her share of
everything. : ‘

The crows here are the only songbirds and they mostly sound as if they
dad a pain in their tommies. They spenc most of their time sitting on the
fence at the backdoor quarking away ¢ especially early in the morning
7ou are not awakeneda to the tuneful mong of & magpie but the raucous sguawks
>1 these crows., There sre apparently no magpies here Z didn't see one in
the 220 miles of +travel, -

Trhe dingoes slso come right up to the backdoor and steal the fowlsg -
iave taken all the fowls except two -

-

Sunday nlght last we had a vieitor to tea - Father Dunn the Catholic
“riest doing his yearly rounds and he had tea with Dorothy - nice man and
interesting to talk to and of course was a #dg resl Irishman and we had a
rreat tmlk of Ireland and I was very interested to find that be knew
sastle Hackett!! : , “ :

The news is just coming over and they are plafing Australia Faip
ind Dorothy's little dog is crying like a baby - she is 30 funny she slways
:ries when they play this - no other music affects her in the least,

Wedne sday — :

Gotup a little sarliier today - the weather has improved slightly and
-8 not raining but no sign of tre sun g8t - heavily overcast with black
*louds and a ceold wind blowing -~ 130 points of rain. '

- There is gtill no news of the mail and Father Dunn - they evidently
Hda'lt get very far as Clifton Hills is the Firgt outpost from here and -
«Ithough you only pass their letter box wopd came cver thls morning that so
‘ar they have not reached there.

9 o'clock in- the morning the news runs round the town like the
lewspaper being delivered as the pedal wireless comes over Then and a check
ip- iz made on everybody,

Zeu should see the mué heére - I thought we had mud at F.¥7, but
here its ankle ddep as soon as you step off the back door mat and its
impossible to go without putting on big boots.

30rothy's:5iﬁter—inmlaw who lives across the road has Just comd in
with the news that the races most probably will be postponed for 2 week at
least - too wet for reople to get through with treir horses,

I am ebsolutely ashamed at .o way I have typed this letter - ~
this little typewriter ia so different from what I am used to that T make
can awiful lot of errors and alss talxing and dividing my attention one way
anc another has not helped - however I am sure its easier to read than my
writing and I could never bave written such a long letter - hope you will
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it becomes too long winded just light the

e

have time to read it all - 1f
fipre with it.

T am disappointed at my effort as all the way up in the truek I was L
arranging an account in my head step by step as we went along to give you
a perfect Cegcription of it all as it ig really so interesting -~ but by
trhe time I got Lo the job I have got-it a bit mixed up and have given
you & lot of it out of order. S :

I will leave this letter open until mail vime and record events
28 they happen up tild then — that is if you #ill have time to read it %
but as they only come once a fortnight perbaps you will khave time. to
finish this one before The next one arrives.

Really wish I had brought more things with me - bthink I wouldhave
been better advised bto have put everything in my Tin trunk after all -~
ae iFf this weabther keeps up will need & costume - L

9111l its usually pousible te-make do somehow -

Dorothy's brother Bob is District Clerk here and I sm golng Lo help i
him with his typing - may prove gquite useful in the town before L'm
through. Lo '

well will leave this now and try and write another account of my
trip to send on to George and one for Gert *= am afraid the spelling of
the names is a bit out of order but thats the way they sound anyhow.

f .

we are about 70 miles from the Simpson Desert -

Have 395£ seen the Windorah mall arrive - Jueensland mail which arrives
once a week comprising a man on horsebazck and two packhorse i
. : e 8 0 packhorses -~ preal :
west touch | ¥ es - Tea wild

Sunday 15/8/4%2 '

Am just fipis%ing this off by the Xight of & carbidg light - awful things
but am having™to finish off my mail today as this next week is to be‘fugli
To-the brim with work as the races are not going tc be postponsd after all
and everything is in full swing getting resady for them. I just wiéhvyou
could see things down at the hotel humming - they expect over 70 g&esﬁe
ther@ and blacks snd whites are rushing around #ith brooms and mops i
washing and sweeping and hammering acd banging as Nrs.Gaffney is &lways

a stickler for having everything in perfect order -~ I was most amused
ygftepday moyrning to see & man on btop of what they call the "hall' here
wWith & carpet broom sweeping the roofl! and s couple of blacks buzzing
around on the ground with buckebs snd mops ate. : N

I have made a dress for Mrs.Gaffrey this week anc heve another to make

for he;mbefope the races - besides which Dorothy and I now have floors

to polish and all sorts of jobs to do as the black gin she intended to
have ceannot be spared from the Hobtel now - the blacks are as busy as the
whites at present. ' B

Tpe Testivities start about next Fridey night with s darce, dance on

Saturday
o . ) ‘
Punday, Monday and Tyesday nighbe -
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Sports on Suncay and races on Monday and Tuesday - after that, for me,
the hospitszl nost probably - for = good sleep.

Really is there anywhere on thisg earth thst there is plenty of fime?
I thought in the bush we would have ever so muck of It and lo here we
ere serambling for our lives. Sti1ll we all heave o sigh snd say -

after the races....

Hove jont discoverede that my Benk scoound ke e mot n brenasterred

: Ciore 1g no Agency Tor the “tate Javing s Ssnk
hare s0 mush write Frank Dy bhi. wsil bto draw gsome money From Adelaide
»nd send me & ok egue. ’

The blacks up rore ave wosgh envertaining - Jinwy is now tihe Ling -
Pussy the previous monarch erevw tired of 1ife and crawled into fGhe

fire having first buried his worldly wealth amounting to about £2.10.8.
The blacks are now all most interestbed 4o find where this Treasure |
116§e Jinmy automatically became King and came up to bell tre local
policeman so, as the policeman is his protector - Nr.Carolyn, +he
policeman, thought he would please Jimmy se presented him with = chain
with & metal dise m 1t which says “Queen 2ally” but Jimmy thinks it

say® King Jimmy so he proudly wears iV and ev gy is heppy.
Jimmy came up and chopped ocvr wood for us b, 1ing.
I was surprised te find the blacks have a v _ Lot moral code

Just the same as the whites - a joung glr was &b & to have a baby
and was unmarried - and there were wost distvrk. o about it -

SC arrangements were hurriedly made to marry her before the baby
arvived and Tommy an eligible young wman who works out at Durrie was
duly informed over the pedal wireless that he was married to Melba
and pleasge to send some money al ng Ffoar this baby - Tommy was guite

chappy zbout the arrangement and duly complied with the request and

‘1s now very proud and happy over his small son which urthappily proved

to be white on arrvival. The old grandmother was very gpset sbout it
and szid to Bister Gordon at the hospital where the baby was born -
“What you bin do with it -~ keep 1%?" - Sistes says she knows all Loo
well what would have been its fate 1f it had been born at the camp -
they don't like bables turning up the wrong codcor - However they are
very fond of it now and proud of 1% but it hsg no likeness to an abo.
but the features and color of a white child. One of the men here
was teasing Tommy and said "I hear you are married Tommy” to whih
Tommy whiks quite happily zald he was - and the other man said and
have a baby toc - my word you hin quidk fella Tommy — and Tommy guite
good nmaturedly Haild "Ok welly good luck to Gingeir - who is the
stockman who is credited with being the baby's fatier.

I-zaw the small George, The baby, up &% the hotel and he i3 7 dear
little chap sad they are vefy proud of hizm now.

Ye have been having lovely sunshiny days here now - only Lope
i1t holds Tor the reces. Very nearly sent dosn for wy blie sult ss ,
it has been 20 cold ~ am still gleeping in tlick pyjamas and hot water

baga,
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Felickxasmyxmadosiksr Bebtlter not write any more or you will w ver
read it 21l - am looking Fforward to malil day - nexd Sunday 1T we are
lucky. S.A. hag dizappearsd completely from off the map as we do not
get newspapers up hers and only get Vicrorian or other Interstats
Stations on tis alr.

. I hope Walbter still is well - give bhim my love — I zm writing
to him tomight Too 1f I can.

Hope yov all are well -~ Fond love,

Mu=t just %211 you Jimmy is the local cainmsker here and Bill

r
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ag & standing contract with hir to FL11 the water hole % if B Jimmy
&sooe

nougk main %o hslf £ill it he gets L/s. and if he £ills 1V right up

£/- - ag we have just had 120 points Jimwmy i3 snxiously awaiting Bill's
return for his Z/s., -~ He also preseptad Bill with a stone to make a bit
of rein for himszelf sm on his Bygombo block where he 1o mustering - but as

Bill

-php@pingfwood This next wealc 20 that he wont havgiu

forgot to take his stone with bim i¢ Just served him rvight thst thsy

e

e "-Tl'-,, 1: n"_5 . V_ '_ . .
giii ; gctt?ore ;han-a few points Jut on Bygombo -
1y hope they e=p 0ld Jimmy prathy 57 wmeepi '
: 3 i Slminy preUhy busy sweepine and moonire v
_ swseplng and mopnide and
making any nore rain .gs &f he does I'm ' Totnes o oel
IR R M Aape gl L o Aae 40T e Tery: AR e 5 = e
fekipg. ooy Do - ' L sunk - no clothes to vesr



