Jeffery packs
a swag for an

Outback tour

GOING BUSH: Governor-General Michael Jeffery meets legendary Outback mailman Tom Kruse

and his wife, Valma, at Adelaide Airport yesterday.

NIGEL AUSTIN
RURAL EDITOR

GOVERNOR-GENERAL
Michael Jeffery and an
entourage of 11 people will
leave Adelaide tomorrow on
an expedition through the
Outback that aims to help
Australians regain touch with
the country.

The Back to the Bush -
Bridging the Divide journey
through the Flinders Ranges,
along the Birdsville Track and
through western Queensland
and part of Western Australia,
is a major Year of the Outback
2006 event.

In total, 43 people will be on

the trip. Mr Jeffery’s entourage
will include five police officers,
a doctor, a physiotherapist, a
media adviser, a valet and two
aides-de-camp.

Mr Jeffery and his party will
take in some of Outback South
Australia’s historical attrac-
tions in the first week. On his
arrival in Adelaide yesterday,
Mr Jeffery met legendary
Birdsville mailman Tom Kruse
and his wife, Valma.

The Governor-General said
he was keen to help more Aust-
ralians understand the
nation’s historic links with the
Outback. He hoped this would
also include a greater under-
standing of the vast wealth
provided by the Outback and
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some of the problems and dif-
ficulties that our rural com-
munities have endured.

Mr Jeffery said this had in-
cluded sustained droughts and
recent changes in agricultural
operating conditions.

“Australia’s provincial, rural
and Outback regions are as
viable as they are vast and from
them we source most of our
primary produce, our mineral
wealth and increasingly our
tourism,” Mr Jeffery said.

“The country is a huge con-
tributor to our national econ-
omic well-being.

“For those people in Aust-
ralia who haven’t been inland,
my message is come out and
see your country.”

GEMMA JONES
SYDNEY

IN stark contrast to Lucy Dudko’s first
trip out of prison in a hijacked helicop-
ter, the 48-year-old librarian calmly
walked out of a Sydney jail yesterday.

Dudko’s love for armed robber John
Killick motivated her to commit an
audacious jailbreak in 1999, earning her
a seven-year sentence.

In the lead-up to her release yester-
day, she assured prison authorities she
would not attempt to rekindle the
romance with Killick.

A lovestruck Dudko armed herself
with two guns after watching jailbreak
movies, then hijacked a helicopter on
March 25, 1999. She ordered the pilot
at gunpoint to land in Silverwater Jail’s
exercise yard to pick up Killick, before
the lovebirds spent 45 days on the run.

Dudko’s first stop after her release
was Penrith Plaza shopping centre.
“I'm free,” she said, before asking to be
left alone. Killick will be 71 when he
becomes eligible for parole in 2013.

Helicopter hijacker goes shopping

9% OF SURVEYED
CUSTOMERS
WHO'VE MADE

A CLAIM WOULD
RECOMMEND US
TO THEIR FRIENDS.

Source: The Klein Partnership Jan 2006

At Australian Pensioners Insurance Agency, we're
committed to Understanding, not just insurance.

So whilst we're proud of the many features and benefits
of our everyday home and contents insurance, we're
even more proud of the way our staff continue to offer

our customers understanding when they need it most.

¢/ We charge no excess on claims with our
everyday household policy.

¢/ We provide new for old replacement of contents
regardless of age.

v We provide storm damage cover to gates
and fences.

v/ We don’t charge extra to pay your premium
by the month.

To qualify, either you or your partner
need to be over b5 and not working
full-time. So, for home and contents
insurance even our own customers

recommend, call 132 555.

apia.com.au

To qualify, either you or your partner need to be over 55 and not working full-time.
Insurance issued by Australian Alliance Insurance Company Limited ABN 11 006 471 709
AFS Licence No 235011. For a Product Disclosure Statement call 132 555 or contact any
of our branches. You should consider the PDS in deciding to buy or hold this insurance
product.
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